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*BCM Meeting Room I108
TRiO/SSS Health Fair Breezeway

Every Thursday
12:20pm
September 11
10:00am-1:00pm

January 2013 RN
Program Test

September 14
8:00am
12:30pm

Constitution Day Library

September 18
12:00pm

Financial Aid Refund
Check Disbursement

September 21
9:00am

January 2013 RN
Program Application
Deadline

October 5

January 2013 PN
Program Test

October 5
8:00am

January 2013 PN
Program Test

October 12
8:00am

Fall Mid-Term
Cosmetology Class

October 15

Last Day to Withdraw
with a “W”

November 2

January 2013 PN
Program Application
Deadline

November 2

Current Student
Registration for
Spring 2013

Spring 2013
Cosmetology
Application Deadline
Thanksgiving Holiday
No Classes
Campus Closed

November 12-16

November 14

November 19-23
November 21-23
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COTO Named in Top Ten in the Nation
College of the Ouachitas has been
named as one of 10 finalists for a
prestigious prize that recognizes
“high achievement and
performance in the nation’s
community colleges”.
The 2013 Aspen Prize for
Community College Excellence
will be awarded in March in
Washington, D.C., according to a
news release by the Aspen
Institute. The winner and up to
four finalists-with-distinction will
share the $1 million prize fund.
College of the Ouachitas is a
comprehensive two-year
institution of higher education that
serves a rural, five-county service
area. It is the only public two-year
college chartered to serve Hot
Spring and Clark counties, and
shares service provision in Grant,
Saline, and Dallas counties. The
College provides educational
services focused on Adult
Education in an outreach center in
Sheridan, AR and for the past ten
years provided a vocational
program in Arkadelphia, AR.
Annual enrollments include over
2,100 credit and 4,000 non-credit
students.
College President, Dr. Stephen
Schoonmaker, announced the
news to COTO faculty and staff
on Wednesday morning in the
campus’ main foyer. He stated to
the gathered crowd, “I am
extremely proud of the faculty and
staff here at the College. It is your
dedication, hard work, and
persistent efforts that have been
invested in our students, and our
students' success, which is being

rewarded through this national
recognition”.
The finalists were selected from an
original national pool of more than
1,000 colleges, and narrowed
down in April to a list of 120 “top”
community colleges in the nation,
based on publicly available student
performance and graduation data
collected by the U.S. Department
of Education.
College of the
Ouachitas is the only college in
Arkansas on the Top Ten list.
The Aspen Institute pointed out in
its release that “the administration
and faculty are focused on
providing students with the tools
and support they need, placing a
premium on identifying concrete
ways to change entire college
programs to improve student
learning and completion. As a
result, three-year graduation and
transfer rates have increased
steadily over the past several years
from 40% in 2006 to 52% in 2010.”
The award spotlights and
celebrates excellence at a time
when community college success is
more important to the nation than
ever before. “College of the
Ouachitas is both honored and
humbled to be included in such
high rankings,” President
Schoonmaker remarked.
The Aspen Top Ten
Finalists selected reflect
the diversity of America
– from the large
ethnically
diverse
Broward College in Fort
Lauderdale, with 60,000
students, to the more

homogeneous, small town Lake
Area Technical Institute in
Watertown, South Dakota with an
enrollment of 1,500, from the
urban Kingsborough Community
College, part of the City
University of New York, in
Brooklyn to the suburban
Brazosport College in Lake
Jackson, Texas. The full list of the
finalists includes:
·
Brazosport College, Lake
Jackson, TX
·
Broward College, Fort
Lauderdale, FL
·
College of the Ouachitas,
Malvern, AR
·
Kingsborough Community
College - CUNY, Brooklyn, NY
· Lake Area Technical Institute,
Watertown, SD
· Santa Barbara City College,
Santa Barbara, CA
· Santa Fe College, Gainesville, FL
· Southeast Kentucky Community
and Technical College,
Cumberland, KY
·
Walla Walla Community
College, Walla Walla, WA
· West Kentucky Community and
Technical College, Paducah, KY

PAGE

2

From the President’s Desk...
I remember as a boy being
captivated by the
Apollo space program
and the race to the
moon. I would watch
every launch and thrill
each time to the final
countdown and the
excitement in the
broadcaster’s voice
announcing “liftoff –
we have liftoff!”

Dr. Stephen
Schoonmaker,
COTO President

College
of
the
Ouachitas has lifted
off as well. Settling
well into our name as
a
comprehensive
two-year college, we
have begun the year
with strong enrollments; new
program offerings; improvements
to facilities; and an emerging
vision of encouraging innovation,
strengthening community, and
inspiring excellence. As we wend
our way through the coming
academic year I believe we will
continue to advance our vision,
enable our mission, and achieve
our goals.

Earlier this week the
announcement was made that
College of the Ouachitas was one
of the ten finalists for the Aspen
Institute’s Aspen Prize for
community college excellence
amongst two-year colleges in the
country.
This recognition is
indeed an honor – one that
should humble us as well as
embolden our efforts to
continuously improve as a
premier education institution.
Indeed, we will be under additional scrutiny as a panel of Aspen Prize judges visits our campus October 29 and 30. This
inspection will resemble a full
accreditation visit similar to the
one we had from the Higher
Learning Commission in fall 2010!
When the final results of the
Aspen Prize competition are
announced in March 2013, we
will know more about ourselves
and how we can better serve our
students and our five-county
region.
Regardless of the
outcome of this competition,
College of the Ouachitas – and
those of us that comprise its

c u lt u r e , le a d it s le a r n i n g
endeavors and deliver its services –
will have already “won”; for we
already know that our efforts have
not been in vain, nor our sacrifices
been made without notice.
Friday, September 7, will be our
first Fall Convocation together. As
your new president, I am
excited to share more about what
our vision is for College of the
Ouachitas and our five-county
district. We will be “reaching for
the stars” this year – taking many
first steps together later this week
that will carry forward throughout
the coming academic year, and the
years ahead.
“Every great dream begins with a
dreamer. Always remember, you
have within you the strength, the
patience, and the passion to reach
for the stars to change the world.”
-- Harriet Tubman
Take care and be well.
Sincerely Yours,

SkillsUSA Student Wins Gold
By: Sherree Hughes

College of the Ouachitas student
Tammy Hardin brought home the
gold in the SkillsUSA
National Leadership and
Skills Conference held in
K a n s a s
C i t y ,
Missouri, earlier this
year. More than 6,000
students from across the
country competed in 94
various skilled areas of
career and technical
education
and
in
leadership
fields.
Students work against
the clock and each other,
proving their expertise in
occupations like electronics,
computer-aided drafting, precision
machining, medical assisting and
culinary arts.
Tammy’s National Gold Medal was
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won in American Spirit.
This
contest is a leadership event which
consists of documenting the
planning, implementation, and
evaluation of three chapter
projects. The categories of the
projects are predetermined by the
technical standards, or guidelines,
for the SkillsUSA Competitions.
Strict adherence to the guidelines
must be met in choosing an event
and in the documentation process
for a successful outcome. The
three areas chapters must
document project in consist of
Community Service, Patriotism
and Promotion of Career and
Technical Education. Tammy
documented COTO SkillsUSA
Chapter’s involvement in the First
Step Arts Ajar Music Program for
the Community Service event,
COTO’s Veteran’s Day
Celebration, sponsored by the
COTO SkillsUSA Chapter and the

COTO Library was chosen for
documentation for the Patriotism
event. Tammy chose to document
the COTO SkillsUSA Chapter
members speaking to the students
at the Malvern Workforce Center
about careers and educational
requirements needed for
employment in the workforce for
the Promotion of Career and
Technical Education.
“It was a great week,” said Sherree
Hughes, an Arkansas SkillsUSA
board member and COTO
instructor, “We saw some amazing
students at their best.”
COTO took three college
students, Tammy Hardin, Ben
Duncan and Alexis Huell, and one
high school state winner, Michael
Hardage, to the competitions. Ben
Duncan and Alexis Huell are state
officers and represented Arkansas
as such at the national conference.
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The Fifth Annual College of the Ouachitas
Foundation’s Big Bingo Bash was held Friday,
August 17th, at the Boys & Girls Club of
Malvern & HSC. Fun was had by all, and over
$16,000 was raised for COTO student
scholarships!
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2012 Welcome Week Activities
The first week of school is a busy time!
There are many things that have to be
taken care of during the day: Locating
the correct classroom; Trips to the
bookstore; Sharpening new pencils;
Eating ice cream; Winning prizes.
At least those are a few of the things
that were going on during the first
week of school at College of the
Ouachitas.
This year’s “Welcome
Week Activities” included Sundaes on
Monday, COTO Love Game Show,
Geared Up, and the COTO Comedy
Club. Door prizes and raffles were up
for grabs, as well, during the week.

COTO Recognized for Volunteerism
College of the Ouachitas was recognized at the annual Spirit of 110 “Volunteers Build a Better World”
Recognition Event held at the Arkansas Governor’s Mansion on August 29, 2012. The event, created in 1989
by Governor Bill Clinton, honors Arkansas state employees and agencies who involve volunteers. Governor
Mike Beebe and DHS Division of Volunteerism Director Sherry Middleton distributed certificates to the
honorees.

On hand for the event, pictured left to right,
were Gerald Songer, Practical Nursing
Department Chair; Dr. Blake Robertson,
Vice President of Adult and Workforce
Education; Amber Childers, Director of
College Advancement; Dr. Stephen
Schoonmaker, COTO President; Brenda
Keisler, Adult Education Instructor; Jan
Robertson, Adult Education Instructor;
Brenda Scott, RN Department Chair; and
Mitzi Overturf, Development and Public
Relations Assistant.

COTO.EDU
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Student Written Articles
Belonging; by Ashley Clements-Rimmer
I believe that the most “stand out”
quality found here at College of the
Ouachitas is the diversity.
I was
somewhat nervous, as a non-traditional
student, to return to school. I am a 24
year old freshman. To be frank, I
pictured myself as the oldest person in
the classroom. I kept envisioning a
room filled with people fresh from high
school. Of course, in my imaginings,
they all looked at me oddly, wondering
what was wrong with me because I had
not started school sooner.
I was pleased to find that this wasn’t
the case at all. I love the fact that the
student body is so diverse. You can
find yourself taking a class with a 17
year old or with a lady your
grandmother’s age. You may end up in
a conversation with a recent high
school graduate or 35 year old
immigrant. The mix of ages, ethnicities,

and experiences make for a wonderful
classroom experience.

has given me more information with
which to make my decision.

The wide selection of academic and
technical programs ensures a student
body that is diverse in interests as well.
It doesn’t matter if your passion is
math, writing, medicine, cars, or
computers. You can find someone
who shares your interests. This is
especially exciting for students with a
wide range of interests. Having so
many different people planning so many
different types of futures can help
students decide what they would like
to do. I delayed school partially
because I could never even begin to
decide on a career path. There were,
and still are, countless things I wanted
to pursue. I still haven’t made up my
mind completely, but exposure to such
varied groups of people, some already
working in careers I am considering,

The diversity that can be found in our
school is no accident. The outreach
programs that pull in students from all
walks of life are responsible. It seems
like there is assistance or a group for
almost everyone. I feel like this makes
our college absolutely unique. I do not
believe that you could walk onto any
“traditional” four year university’s
campus and find such a mix of students.
Upon entering a building here, you can
see individuals of all ages, races,
interests, and abilities going to and
from their classes. Perhaps strangely,
seeing such a “hodge podge” of
students always gives me a feeling of
inclusiveness. The diversity is so wide
spread that I feel like I belong. It is
impossible to feel out of place
somewhere that accepts everyone.

Why I like College of the Ouachitas; by Ryan Siegel
I graduated [from high school] in May
of 2009, and I had a scholarship to
Henderson State University. I started
at Henderson that fall and really liked
the school. I loved the campus and the
freedom that I had there. But with
that freedom came me not wanting to
go to class and skipping a lot and
before I knew it, I failed my first
semester. I was put on academic
suspension and told myself that the
next semester I would do better.
Sadly, that did not happen. I was put
on academic suspension for another
semester. I took that next semester
off to pull things together, and when
spring 2011 came, I chose not to
attend Henderson. I chose to go to
College of the Ouachitas.
It was

cheaper and closer to home so I liked
it more in those aspects. I also liked
that the teachers were more personal
with students and the classes were not
so big. I successfully passed my first
semester at College of the Ouachitas.
I was quite happy as it was my first
passing semester since I started college.
I am now in my third semester and will
hopefully I be graduating from College
of the Ouachitas after the next
semester. I am not sure where I will
be going after that, maybe back to
Henderson or maybe to another
university. But I will always remember
back to my days at College of the
Ouachitas and how it helped me
prepare for college when I could not
do so myself.

College of the Ouachitas is easier on
the student: I feel that there are more
tutors willing to help the students, and
the teachers seem more helpful. At
Henderson, it seemed like the teachers
did not even bother to learn your
name, but at College of the Ouachitas,
the teachers make sure that they know
who they are teaching. It is on a more
personal level than Henderson. That is
the best thing that I like about College
of the Ouachitas: the teachers want
you to pass and try to make sure that
you pass. College of the Ouachitas
feels like a much better transition after
high school than the bigger universities;
there are not as many students and the
teachers actually care.

A higher degree of you.
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Adult Education

By: Blake Robertson

Each year during the legislative
session the Arkansas Adult
Education Administrator
Association (AAEAA) and the
Arkansas Association of Adult and
Continuing Educators (AAACE)
sponsor an Information Luncheon
for all the Legislators.
The
Luncheon is held in the Capitol Hill
Building on the grounds of the State
Capitol. These two groups, AAEAA
and AAACE, are non-profit entities
and receive their funds through
dues that are paid by the
membership so that legislative
support of adult education in the
State can be lobbied. It is stressed
to the Legislators that Adult
Education has over an 85% pass rate
in awarding GEDs which is several
percentage points over the national
average. There have been over

7,500 people who have passed the test
in Arkansas this past year and are now
high school graduates.
Adult
Education has facilities in all 75
counties so all Arkansans have access
to a near-by center.
Adult Education in Arkansas is
attempting to reorganize their LEAs
into a smaller number of hosting
centers and then making all the other
centers satellites of those hosting
centers. One reason for this move is
that Adult Education in Arkansas has
not received any increase in funding in
20 years yet is meeting the academic
needs of more and more people each
year. In fact, a 65% increase in student
numbers has been seen since 1989.
Adult Education in Arkansas not only
helps citizens development proficiency

in basic academic skills, but also have
programs to help business and
industry develop basic skills in their
current workforce with WAGE
(Workforce Alliance for Growth in
the Economy) certificates and also
teach English as a Second Language
(ESL) to those who are not
proficient in English.
Adult Education is an excellent
purchase for any person that does
not have a high school diploma or
GED because it is free to anyone
who comes into a Center. College
of the Ouachitas has a Center in
Malvern at the Workforce Center,
in Sheridan at the Adult Education
Center, in Bismarck at the local
elementary school, and in Leola at
the Missionary Baptist Church.

What’s the DEAL?
The College has partnered with the
Bismarck and Malvern school
districts to offer eligible high school
seniors college-level classes on the
COTO campus during their school
day. Through this pilot program,
entitled Dual Enrollment
Accelerated Learning (DEAL), these
seniors are enrolled in two regularly
scheduled, three-hour classes for
which they will also earn high school
credit. The school districts are

financing the tuition
and fees for three
credit hours, and the
College is offering
scholarships for three
credit hours and a
one-hour Student
Opportunity Seminar
(SOS) class. These
students are on
campus
M on d a y
through Friday.

Bismarck High School DEAL students
pose in the new COTO Bookstore

Malvern High School DEAL
students pose in the newly
remodeled Student Lounge/
Eagle’s Nest

Remember to check our
website for important info!
www.COTO.edu
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Like us on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/COTO4ME

